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the second edition provides a very strong introduction to political institutions and includes a
new chapter on public opinion the entire book has been revised throughout taking into
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account the dramatic changes that have emerged since the 2010 congressional elections
as well as incorporating the results of the 2012 presidential election it also pays close
attention to what is seen as the irreversible decline in america s global influence pub desc

understanding  american  politics  provides  a  unique  introduction  to  the  contemporary
political landscape of the united states by using as its core organizing feature the idea of
american exceptionalism a concept that is at least as old as tocqueville s study of american
democracy the second edition of understanding american politics maintains the unique
strengths of the first edition while offering improved coverage of political institutions a
single omnibus chapter on institutions has been reorganized and split into three separate
chapters on congress the presidency and the courts a new chapter on public opinion has
also been included and the chapter on religion and politics has been completely rewritten
with  a  deeper  appreciation  of  religion  s  influential  role  the  book  has  been  revised
throughout taking into account the dramatic changes that have emerged since the 2010
congressional  elections  and  the  2012  presidential  election  the  text  also  pays  close
attention to what is seen as the irreversible decline in america s global influence visit
utpamericanpolitics com for additional resources

understanding american politics provides an excellent introduction to the contemporary
political landscape in the united states using the idea of american exceptionalism as its
core  organizing  feature  this  text  offers  an  original  and  highly  useful  approach  to
understanding american government and politics

understanding  american  politics  provides  a  unique  introduction  to  the  contemporary
political landscape of the united states placing the study of american politics within a
broader context of other western democracies this textbook reinforces the idea that in
order to understand the american system students need to begin by understanding their
own democracy this balanced comparative perspective is integrated throughout to better
explain and highlight the ways in which american politics and government work in relation
to other democracies streamlined to fit easily in today s us politics courses the third edition
is fully updated and revised to engage with key issues in american politics while providing
an  accessible  entry  to  the  foundations  of  american  government  that  detangles  the
polarized analysis characterizing so much information on the study of american politics
new chapters on special interest groups and the distinct american mediascape feature
alongside up to date analysis on civil rights and inequalities incorporated in all chapters
ultimately this textbook enables non american readers to understand the how and why of
american politics by relating the subject to the experience and institutions of their own
countries

the new edition of this text examines the bush presidency and the 2004 election the first
administration under george w bush the terrorist attacks of september 11 and the invasion
of iraq are included giving students an understanding of the nature of presidential power
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comparative politics of american political development to understand american politics
today we need to understand the principles in those founding documents the declaration of
independence the constitution they don t explain everything about today s politics but no
accounting of today s politics would be complete without bringing them into the story now
let s talk about some dynamics of american politics such as the social economic and
foreign policies

this guide offers an up to date account of the workings functions and relations of american
institutions from the constitution and the presidency through congress and the supreme
court to the complex bureaucracy which underpins them all

alert before you purchase check with your instructor or review your course syllabus to
ensure that you select the correct isbn several versions of pearson s mylab mastering
products  exist  for  each title  including customized versions for  individual  schools  and
registrations are not transferable in addition you may need a courseid provided by your
instructor to register for and use pearson s mylab mastering products packages access
codes for pearson s mylab mastering products may not be included when purchasing or
renting from companies other than pearson check with the seller before completing your
purchase used or rental books if you rent or purchase a used book with an access code the
access code may have been redeemed previously and you may have to purchase a new
access code access codes access codes that  are  purchased from sellers  other  than
pearson carry a higher risk of being either the wrong isbn or a previously redeemed code
check  with  the  seller  prior  to  purchase  updated  in  a  new  2nd  edition  understanding
american politics and government provides students with a substantive foundation on the
fundamentals  of  our  government  while  enlisting  them  to  become  more  discerning
consumers of  political  information better  decision makers and more effective citizens
using a journalistic example rich narrative this unique text schools students in the building
blocks of good social science by distinguishing between the concepts of correlation and
causation the alternate version of this text does not contain the policy chapters found in the
national version

principles and practice of american politics is a well balanced reader covering all the major
topics of an american government course blake jones ohio valley university combining
timeless readings with cutting edge articles and essays principles and practice of american
politics seventh edition enriches students understanding of the american political system
by examining the strategic behavior of key players in u s politics this collection of classic
and  contemporary  readings  brings  concepts  to  life  by  providing  students  with  real
examples  of  how  political  actors  are  influenced  by  the  strategies  of  others  and  are
governed by  the  constitution  the  law and institutional  rules  carefully  edited  by  award
winning authors samuel kernell and steven s smith each reading is put into context to help
students understand how political actions fall within a major national political forum new to
the seventh edition nine new and updated essays encourage students to reflect on the
continuing debates over the polarization of the american electorate and congress the role
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of social media and fake news in influencing public views of politicians and issues the
fragile trump coalition the efficacy of polling in tracking public opinion and other issues
more relevant than ever in the wake of the 2016 elections additional essays challenge
students to think more carefully about alternative institutions and political arrangements
the new essays present institutions of majority rule the nature of racial discrimination and
the proper role of the court as less settled issues that provide students an opportunity to
think through and discuss their views on the future direction of american civic life each
selection is artfully framed by kernell and smith s contextual headnotes to make them
appropriate for classroom use original readings written specifically for the volume give the
book a coherent treatment of the performance of u s political institutions

solve  real  world  puzzles  like  a  political  scientist  understanding  american  politics  and
government 2012 election edition introduces students to the basic tools used by political
scientists it guides students through the fundamentals of government and helps them see
why events really happen in politics consistently showing the difference between causation
and  correlation  this  text  presents  american  government  as  a  field  full  of  interesting
questions and puzzles that all citizens must explore the book draws heavily on real world
politics to help students think more critically about their political beliefs and actions this
text features full integration with the new mypoliscilab mypoliscilab includes a wide array of
resources to encourage students to look at american politics like a political scientist and
analyze current political issues political explorer lets students play the role of a political
scientist by investigating issues through interactive data core concept videos discuss the
big ideas in each chapter and apply them to key political issues simulations allow students
to  experience  how  political  leaders  make  decisions  a  better  teaching  and  learning
experience this program provides a better teaching and learning experience for you and
your students here s how personalize learning the new mypoliscilab delivers proven results
in helping students succeed provides engaging experiences that personalize learning and
comes from a  trusted  partner  with  educational  expertise  and a  deep commitment  to
helping students and instructors achieve their goals mypoliscilab is now compatible with
blackboard  engage  students  the  stunning  visual  design  engages  students  in  the  text
improve  critical  thinking  learning  objectives  in  every  chapter  help  students  focus  on
important topics analyze current events coverage of the 2012 elections keeps the study of
politics  relevant  and  shows  how  political  scientists  look  at  the  development  of  the
american political system support instructors a full  supplements package including the
class preparation tool in the new mypoliscilab is available 0205950043 9780205950041
understanding  american  politics  and  government  plus  2012  election  edition  new
mypoliscilab with pearson etext access card package package consists of 0205875203
9780205875207 understanding american politics and government 2012 election edition
0205949975 9780205949977 new mypoliscilab with pearson etext valuepack access card

in an election year that has defied expectations scuttled predictions and demonstrated that
politics as usual  is often anything but a distinctive new textbook publishes that helps
students make sense of our politics and government this engaging new book s unique
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approach emphasizes and explores causal questions in american politics it gives student
critical  thinking  tools  tools  pulled  directly  from a  social  scientist  s  playbook  to  start
answering those questions see past today s headlines and understand why things really
happen in our political world this exciting new text is written in a clear straightforward style
brimming with rich real world examples it not only covers the fundamentals of american
government and politics in a highly accessible engaging fashion but also arms students
with the tools to separate political fact from fiction using this book students will develop
the  skills  to  see  through  the  simplistic  sound  bites  and  partisan  assertions  they  re
subjected to by the pundits and politicians students reading this text will be fitted with
armor against the partisan bickering and hyperbolic media coverage that causes so many
of them to become cynical about politics they will come away from the text not only excited
by political questions but with the means to explore possible answers as more thoughtful
critical and empowered citizens

this  eagerly  anticipated  third  edition  builds  on  the  established  reputation  of  the
understanding series it provides an accessible and intelligible text without compromising
its high academic standards devices designed to help students study and revise effectively
are used throughout including useful tables and boxes clear definitions of key terms and
helpful introductory and concluding sections in each chapter the third edition has been
thoroughly updated to include such topics as the findings of the 2010 census the outcomes
of the 2008 presidential election and the 2010 mid term elections the role of the states in
american federalism reflections on the bush presidency the controversy over health care
reform  and  the  rise  of  the  tea  party  movement  this  is  an  ideal  book  for  use  by
undergraduate professors and students of american politics as it is closely geared to the
requirements  of  the  syllabuses  laid  down by  the  main  examination  boards  it  is  also
deservedly popular with students pursuing introductory courses on the us political system
in higher education
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